WARNING
Smith County
BURN BAN IN EFFECT
For more information:
Smith County Fire Marshal’
Marshal’s Office: 903903-590590-2655

To Report a Fire:

Violations are Class C Misdemeanors which could carry up to a

$500.00 FINE
Effective: September 10, 2019

Smith County Burn Ban Restrictions – What You Can and Can’t Do

Actions Prohibited: A person violates this order if he or she burns any combustible material
outside of an incorporated city limits, or orders such burning by others.
Combustible materials include, but are not limited to, the use of all fireworks; all tobacco
products which are discarded, still burning; the use of burn barrels, fire pits, campfires, and any
other activity that could result in an outdoor fire.
It does not include the use of vessels specifically designed for the preparation of food that
contain all open flames and flammable materials and have enclosed lids.
ALL persons welding outdoors must notify and register with the Smith County Fire
Marshal’s Office at 903-590-2652 before beginning operations. After 5 p.m. and weekends,
call 903-566-6600.
Welding Operations shall be prohibited with the exception of welding operations conducted
under the following guidelines:
1) A 30’ area clear of any combustible materials where welding, cutting or grinding
operations are being performed;
2) A 30’ area clear of any combustible materials is required with an enclosure that is
covered;
3) Anything elevated above 20’ - the radius will increase by two feet for every elevated
foot;
4) Surface around area will be wetted down;
5) Wind Speed must be less than 15 mph (maximum);
6) Relative humidity must be above 30 percent;
7) One fire guard watching with pressurized extinguishers on site for every person welding,
cutting, or grinding;
8) Each site will have cellular telephone communications for emergency response;
9) All welding, cutting and grinding operations may be performed in a total welding
enclosure, or “welding box,” that is sufficiently high enough to control sparks and
includes a fire retardant cover over the top. Wind speeds must not exceed 30 mph while
utilizing an enclosure;
Where welding (above ground and sub-surface) is required in an area where there is potential for
a hazardous atmosphere, barriers will be substituted for total enclosures (e.g. “wind walls”) to
prevent sparks from coming in contact with any combustible material. The barriers will be
installed to allow ventilation of the work area and ingress and egress to the work area for
personnel safety. Sub-surface, or “bell hole” welding and grinding operations within approved
excavations are allowed if all other mitigation efforts are included.

